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in the "Register of France/' "that it is only the king
who has a candlestick with two sockets and two can-
dles; the queen's candlesticks have only one socket
and one candle." Louis XIV. also regulated the order
in which each one should be presented, who should
pass in first, or be put in the place of honor; this is the
order of precedence. He decided who had the right
to be present at the repasts, at the spectacles, at all
feasts or celebrations, who had the right to sit down
in the presence of the king.

The duchesses alone were seated on the tabourets
or folding seats, the others remained standing. The
"tabouret," the "divine tabouret/' as Madame de
Sevigne calls it, was the greatest honor that a lady
could have at the court.

There is a court costume. The simple and elegant
dress of the time of Louis XIII. was replaced with
garments of silk stuffs, trimmed with lace, on the
sleeves, down the front and at the knees; the hat with
its long plumes was preserved, but the enormous pow-
dered peruke became under Louis XIV. an indispensa-
ble part of the costume. The ladies confined the waist
in a sort of stiff corset.

That which is from the court became the fashion;
the court costume was adopted in Paris, and they even
tried to imitate it in the smaller towns. It is the court
too which gives tone to conversation and to manners.
In each town the seigniors, the functionaries, the rich
bourgeois had their salons where they received the
people of the city or town, and where all tried to take
on the tone of the court. The life at court created the
salon in France.